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Example Application of directional sounders at exit stairways and areas of refuge.
(Source: System Sensor ExitPoint directional sound Application Guide, Nov. 2004)

While directional sound is already recognized and accepted overseas, Silent signs are not enough

System Sensor wanted independent North American expertise to

; R Although building and life safety codes require exit signs be placed
review the technology and assist with the development of an . .
A . ; R . above exit doors and along egress routes, these signs do not always
application guide. Schirmer Engineering was selected to lead this effort
based on its combination of technical
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occupancies. Schirmer assigned experts Directional sound is intended to provide sound cues that make it
with backgrounds in acoustic easier for occupants to locate a nearby exit or area of refuge as they
engineering, human behavior during fire move through the means of egress during an evacuation. Since sound
and evacuations, building and fire codes; has the advantage of penetrating in many directions, such as around
and fire protection engineering to review corners, there is an inherent flexibility and efficiency compared
available literature and assist in the with line-of-sight methods for marking exits. The figure above shows

development of an application guide. a sample installation.






